
OLVER ANNOUNCES $40,500 FOR EGREMONT VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

  
            WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced            today that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security has awarded $40,500            to the Egremont Volunteer Fire Department for fire operations and            fire safety. The funding will allow the fire department to modify            its fire station to bring the facility up to code.

            "As a volunteer department, Egremont does not have the            revenue to fund the necessary renovations. These funds            are critical to protecting firefighters and residents," Olver            said. "In            this small, rural New England town, the fire station            is a centerpiece of the community. It is the only building in town            large enough to            be used by residents for public meetings." 
            The grant was awarded through the 2003 Assistance to            Firefighters Grant Program, a program of the Federal Emergency Management            Agency (FEMA). FEMA is an agency within the U.S. Department of Homeland            Security. 

            The Egremont Volunteer Fire Department is one of 151            departments across the country to receive funding through the latest            disbursement of the 2003 Assistance to Firefighters Grant program.            Under the 2003 grant program, awards to fire departments around the            country have been announced each week beginning in June 2003 and will            continue until all funds are awarded.

            To date, nearly 7,800 fire departments have received            $619 million in direct assistance. 

            The program awards one-year grants directly to local            fire departments, enhancing their abilities to respond to fire and            fire-related hazards in their communities. Fire departments receiving            the awards represent a cross section of the nation's fire service,            including those from urban, suburban and rural areas as well as those            made up of paid and volunteer firefighters and those that are a combination            of both.        
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